
 

 

 

 

  Covid-19 Testing  
 
 

 

The Government has said that schools and colleges must offer Covid-19 tests to all students and staff 
when they return to face-to-face learning in March 2021. These tests are for anyone who is NOT 
showing any of the symptoms of coronavirus infection (asymptomatic tests). The test is done using a 
Lateral Flow device, which provides a fast result. 

 
If you are showing any of the following symptoms, you must not come in to college for a test but must 
instead self-isolate and follow current Government guidelines (https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus- 
test). 

 
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature) 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 

or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

 
Students 

Students in sixth form will be offered three tests in the first two or three weeks as part of the process 
of opening college in March. The first three of these will be done at the college’s Covid Test Centre, 
this is a building adjacent to the main campus buildings which has not previously been used by 
students. After these three tests, you will be given the chance to continue testing at home, and 
reporting your results directly to both the NHS and the college. 

 
Included in the main message from the Principal is a link to a Microsoft Form which you need to 
complete to let us know whether or not you give consent to be tested. It is important that you 
complete this, even if you do not want a test, as it helps us target our testing appropriately.  

 
The tests are voluntary – you don’t have to take a test if you do not wish to. You can go back to the 
Consent Form at any time if you change your mind.  

 
Franklin College is committed to maintaining the confidentiality of your personal information, 
although there is some data that we collect that we will need to share with the NHS. For more 
information, please see the college’s Covid Data Confidentiality statement Click 

 
If you decide not to give consent to be tested, then you can still come into college and attend lessons 
as normal. 
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Test Registration 

The testing process requires each test to be registered with the NHS. The College will complete this 
registration process using the information you have provided when you completed the Microsoft 
Forms consent form. 

 
The Testing Process 

 

For students completing their studies this Summer ie Second & Third Years and Level 2/S students, 
your return date is Monday 8th March.  
 

• ALL your classes from that date will be delivered by your teachers in college.  

• Your TESTING will work as follows: 
On Friday 5th March, our testing centre will be open from 9.30am to 2.0pm. You do not need 
an appointment, and can come in to get your first test. We’ll contact you with test results 
In w/c 8 March, you should first come to college for your first class and not before. If you 
are consenting to a test, you will be directed to the testing area, if not, you will go directly 
to your classroom    

• After you’ve received a first negative test result, you will be told when tests 2 and 3 will take 
place. 

 
For students on the first year of a two-year programme.  

• All your classes will be remote for the w/c 8th March, with your return to onsite classes taking 
place from Monday 15th March. 

• Your TESTING will work as follows: 
On Friday 12th March, our testing centre will be open from 11.00am to 2.0pm. You do not 
need an appointment, and can come in to get your first test. We’ll contact you with test 
results 
In w/c 15th March, you should first come to college for your first class and not before. If you 
are consenting to a test, you will be directed to the testing area, if not, you will go directly 
to your classroom    

• After you’ve received a first negative test result, you will be told when tests 2 and 3 will take 
place. 

 
A video explanation of the testing procedure will be emailed to you on Tuesday 2nd March 2021. 

 
Please note that at busy times there may be a short wait to be tested. We hope to keep any delay to 
a minimum. 
 
On entering the College all students who have consented to take a test will be directed to the Sports 
Hall.  There are seats and tables available for students while they wait for their test.  On each desk will 
be two Registration Cards and a barcode strip.  Please write your name on each Registration Card and 
take these with you when you go to the test centre.  Students can work while they wait for their test. 

 
On entering the Test Centre you will be asked to scan your student ID card and test cards which will 
be handed to you in the Sports Hall.  Please write your name on each Registration Card and take these 
with you when you go to the test centre. 

  



 
 

The Test 
 

The test uses a simple swab of your throat and nose, which is self-administered. There will be staff 
available to guide you if needed. The tests used in college are lateral flow tests and the results are 
available within the same day. The swabs used for these tests are much shorter than those you may 
have seen in the media and the samples do not need to be sent away for laboratory analysis. If you 
do not believe that you can administer the test yourself you must let us know when you arrive at the 
Test Centre, and staff will be available to explain the process to you so that you can hopefully be 
reassured. 

 
You will be guided through the testing process by the Testing Assistant, who will be sitting in front of 
you when you do the test. 

 

Once you have completed the test, you can then leave the testing station and will be directed to the 
Buzz where you will wait for your test result which will be sent by text and email.   

 
  



 
Home Testing 

 

After your third test you will be given a Home Testing kit. This is very similar to what you will have 
experienced at the college’s Testing Centre, with the addition of actually process the test yourself, and 
upload the result directly to NHS Test and Trace. You’ll also be required to let the college know the 
result of your test using an online form. 

 
The Test Result 

 
The Lateral Flow test has three possible results: 

 
Negative You’ll get a text and email from the College and also from the NHS that will say you 

were likely not to have been infected with Covid when tested. There is no need for 
further action. You should attend your next two tests as planned. 

 
Invalid You will receive a text and email from the College and the NHS telling you this. It 

means there was a problem with the test that may need to be retaken. Please return 
to the Test Centre and a member of staff will be available to help. 

 
Positive You will receive a text and email from the College and the NHS to say that it is likely 

you are infected with Coronavirus. The college will also be aware of your result and 
will contact you directly. If you are positive you must go straight home. There will be 
an area set aside near to the main entrance where you can wait to be collected. A 
member of staff will be near at hand to provide reassurance and support. If you 
cannot be collected quickly, please let staff know and we will help to facilitate your 
journey home. 

 

Once at home, you should self-isolate and follow Government guidelines. If the NHS 
do not contact you directly, please call 111 for more information. 

 
These tests are an important part of the Government’s strategy to control the spread of Covid-19, and 
all schools and colleges are required to offer young people the chance to be tested. Please note, 
though, that the tests are voluntary, and that you can continue your classes and study at Franklin 
College as normal if you choose not to give consent. 

 
If you have any questions about the testing process above, please contact covid.safe@franklin.ac.uk 
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